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TASTE OF THE ISLANDS

ot oil jumps over the pot as I drop the lumpia in, and Pi'i Miller
hands me a piece of thick paper to cover it. It's about 2 p. m. on
November 5, and the Pacific Islander Club is preparing for its first
event of the year, Taste of the Islands. Some club members are in Mill-
er’s apartment with me, frying lumpia roll. One is stuffed with meat
and vegetables, which Kiki McDonagh made the night before, and
the other with banana and peanut butter; Miller and Sophie Agustin
made those. Fried rice with spam and sausage as well as desserts are
on the counter behind us, all made by Jondi Harris. Once everything is
cooked, we carry as much as we can across campus to the SUB.

In the SUB, the community comes together to experience Taste of the
Islands. Multiple kitchens and efforts are finally put together on tables
in the SUB as prospective students visiting for Campus Preview Day
and current ones begin to fill their plates. There’s Kalua pig (a version
of pulled pork), Shoyu chicken, chicken Katsu, and Spam Musubi, all
accompanied by rice. Someone’s grandmother even made pineapple
upside-down cake, and there’s more than enough for everyone. Island
and reggae music is playing, until Harris announces the first dance.
A few women from the club go up on stage to perform the Hawai-
ian Cowboy dance. They continued through the Palehua, Tala mai ¢ le
lagi, and other Pacific Island dances. The women eventually pull me
into the ZTuahbiti-Tahiti, an audience interaction dance where I shake
my hips the best I can. Some of my peers in the club learned these
traditional dances by the time they could walk, and performed them
regularly with family. Paired with a generous home cooking tradition,
these events are filled with beauty and depth.

As things wind down, I sit with club leaders Miller and Agustin.
“We practice two times a week, have family bonding time a couple
times of week,” says Agustin. Extra dance hours are included as
needed, especially in preparation for the Luau on April 14th, now in
its fifth year. How much time do you put into PI club, I ask. “Phew,
too much to tell.” Miller says. What makes those hours worthwhile?

by James Cook

DPhotos by Sophie Agustin.

“There’s a genuine interest and care for each other,” says Agustin.
“It’s the closest I feel to home,” Miller adds. All of the members—
too many to name—iwill be putting in many hours to prepare for
the Luau, the larger dance, dinner, and family event in early April.
Believe me when I say that those words do not describe how good
this luau is. The Pacific Islander Luau is good.

The Luau was my first experience with the club. The richness of the
food and culture hooked me, but I was nervous about my dancing
abilities and didn't join. When Miller and Eddie Petrie finally con-
vinced me to join, I found the club inviting regardless of my skill level.
Not only do they perform and celebrate like family, I saw that the club
respected each other like family. This character easily transcended the
multiple ethnicities, Islander and not, represented in the PI club.

'The spirit behind these traditional foods and dances is the same as it
is in their countries of origin: the spirit of kinship. Taste of the Islands
was only a taste of the character of the Pacific Islander club. I strongly
urge that you attend the Luau event in April and feel the love for
yourself. In the words of ].R.R. Tolkien: “If more of us valued food
and cheer and song above hoarded gold, it would be a merrier world.”

If you're interested in joining the Pacific Islander club, contact So-
phie Agustin at sagustin@warnerpacific.edu.
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