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This is only
the beginning.

Dear Friends,
Warner Pacific College has been serving students in southeast Portland for more than seven decades. While our commitment 
to delivering an excellent Christian liberal arts education has never wavered, there have been moments in our history when the 
challenge of limited space in our urban setting and the need to grow enrollment led to conversations about leaving the city and 
moving to a suburban or rural location. Only recently has it become clear as to why God placed us in the heart of the city— 
He knew that Portland was our place…and that our time was now.

2012 marks our 75th year for Warner Pacific College and serves 

as a reminder of the importance of the work we do. Be on the 

look out for events, activities and new publications celebrating 

the 39 Million Moments that have made Warner Pacific 

College what it is today. Stay connected at warnerpacific.edu.

in the city...
for the city
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“We are 
encouraged 
and excited 
about the urban 
mission that 
Warner Pacific 
is committed 
to. They are 
strategically 
poised to serve 
the unique needs 
of students from 
the Portland 
Metro area, 
particularly  
those who are 
first-generation 
college students 
from financially 
disadvantaged 
backgrounds.”

– John W. castles, 
Trustee, M. J. Murdock 
charitable Trust

 Sarah castles, Board of 
Trustees, Warner Pacific 
college

For the last five years, we have envisioned the College as an integral component of the living, 
breathing city of Portland, both embedded in—and an influence upon—the greater urban 
community. In February of  2010, we created a plan of action that will ensure Warner Pacific lives 
out our mission of being “in the city, for the city”; we created a Design for Urban Higher Education.

At the heart of Warner Pacific’s Design for Urban Higher Education is the desire to increase 
access to higher education and prepare students to live and lead in an increasingly urbanized 
world. This plan will provide future generations of Warner Pacific students with scholarship 
opportunities, mentoring programs and meaningful, cohort-based learning communities. But 
a plan of this magnitude also requires significant investments in four distinct areas:

•	 Equipping	the	college	community	to	welcome	students	from	diverse	backgrounds
•	 Creating	meaningful	support	systems	for	students	as	they	navigate	college
•	 Forging	community	partnerships	to	strengthen	our	experiential	learning	offerings
•	 Providing	experiences	that	will	prepare	the	next	generation	of	urban	leaders

We’ve set a goal of raising $3.5 million to meet the needs of our Design for Urban Higher 
Education. Change of this magnitude is not easy—or inexpensive. But there has never been a 
greater	moment	to	embark	on	an	initiative	of	this	magnitude.	

This last year marked a defining moment in our history as the year of embracing our place, of 
living our mission, and implementing our vision. This was a year of strength—financial and 
spiritual and communal. This was a year of great energy—a palpable energy, an institutional 
excitement about where we are as a community and where we are heading next.

In this report, I hope to convey our excitement, celebrate our progress and share our stories. 
I	also	want	to	make	it	clear	that	we	must	capitalize	on	the	energy	of	this—our	defining	
year—and build upon the progress we’ve already made. We must forge ahead, fortified by 
our sense of call, buoyed by God’s love and faithfulness. It would be easy to be satisfied with 
the phenomenal positive change that has occurred at Warner Pacific. But I hope we will 
always	have	a	holy	urgency	to	be	about	the	work	of	bringing	shalom	to	the	city	where	God	

has called us (Jeremiah 29:4-7).

We’ve accomplished so much already. But this is only the beginning. 
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Let us do God’s work. 

We	have	already	begun	to	do	the	work	for	the	city	
that God has called us to do. In 2008, we became one 
of the first institutions—in what has now become a 
growing trend—to significantly restructure tuition 
to increase access to higher education. According 
to College Board’s Trends in College Pricing 2011, 
the cost to attend Warner Pacific is 35 percent lower 
than the average private nonprofit college in the West 
Region. (see chart on insert)

In addition to reducing our cost, Warner Pacific 
recently partnered with the Portland Leadership
Foundation on the Act Six Leadership and 
Scholarship Initiative, with a program equipping 
emerging college-age leaders to engage the 
college campus and their communities. Portland 
Leadership Foundation believes that emerging 

urban leaders, with the right opportunity, support and inspiration, can combine their natural 
gifts	and	passion	with	a	college	education	to	create	a	new	kind	of	bold,	visionary	leadership	that	
will transform our campuses, our city and our collective future.

In Fall 2010, Warner Pacific College welcomed our first 10-student cadre to the Act Six 
Leadership and Scholarship Initiative. Act Six students receive a full-need scholarship, live on 
Warner Pacific’s campus and attend classes at a local community college earning credits for two 
years before enrolling in Warner Pacific during their third year of study. Our college commuity 
has embraced the first two cadres of Act Six students with open arms, giving us great hope that 
this is the beginning of a long and meaningful partnership.

2010-2011 
Notable Faculty 
Accomplishments

Professor of Educational 
Psychology Dr. Lou Foltz 
was	an	invited	speaker	to	the	
annual Lilly International 
Conference on College and 
University Teaching for a 
third year in a row.

Professor of Music Dr. 
Thomas Miller prepared 
and conducted the 60-voice 
Massed Choir for the Michael 
W. Smith concerts in Portland 
and Seattle in December 2010. 
He has been invited to guest 
conduct at the Carnegie Hall 
of Music in 2012.

Dr. Elizabeth DuPriest, 
assistant professor of Biology, 
conducted research on 
the effect of maternal low 
protein diet on offspring 
adipose tissue dysfunction 
in collaboration with her 
former graduate advisor at 
Oregon Health & Science 
University. In September 2011, 
Dr. DuPriest presented two 
abstracts from her research at 
the Seventh World Congress 
on Developmental Origins 
of Health and Disease in 
Portland, Oregon.

Joe Linker, an assistant 
professor of writing in the 
Adult Degree Program, was 
one of five adjunct faculty 
members recognized by 
Warner Pacific in December 
2011 for excellence in teaching. 
He also maintains a popular 
blog called The Coming of 
the Toads. 

Stories matter.

profile: Adam Ristick
changing the trajectory of his family forever

Adam	Ristick,	an	Act	Six	student	at	Warner	Pacific	currently	majoring	in	Human	Development,	
dreams of one day providing opportunities for disadvantaged youth—dreams that, four years ago, 
seemed unattainable.

As a freshman at Portland’s Cleveland High School, Adam struggled in his classes, managing Cs and Ds
while navigating an unstable home life. His parents were addicted to drugs and his two older brothers 
had already dropped out of high school. After becoming involved with Portland Central Young Life, 
Adam learned of the Act Six scholarship initiative and earned a place in Warner Pacific’s 2010 Cadre. As 
of now, Adam’s possibilities are endless.

“I	would	love	to	be	a	motivational	speaker	for	college	students	one	day,”	Ristick	said.	“I	have	a	younger
brother who is 16 and if I can’t show him that I can get out of [our economic situation], what can he do? 
I’m just excited and I’m up for the challenge.”
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Transforming our campus community to 
reflect all of God’s Kingdom. 

Our institutional focus on providing access to higher education to underserved populations in 
Portland is not only changing our city, it is also changing the dynamic of our student body in 
meaningful and important ways. We are a vibrant, diverse college community in which students from 
all	walks	of	life	are	sharing	their	culture	and	their	perspectives,	and	learning	from	one	another.

But the numbers only tell a fraction of the story. We have already changed lives and reversed the
trajectories of families; we have already begun to shape communities and the social, spiritual and 
economic fabric of our great city.

Take the story of Jeanie Whitten. A single mother by the age of 16, Jeanie came to Warner Pacific in
2008 bringing her then two-year-old son, Kaiden, with her. Jeanie will graduate in May 2012 with a 
degree in Human Development and Family Studies. She shared her amazing story of personal
transformation at the Fall board meeting:

“I love this place. I love these people. And while I’m overcome with love, with a sense of belonging, a 
sense of being home, I am also left longing—for more time, more purposeful living in this place.

“I	am	proud	of	where	[Warner	Pacific]	has	come	from,	yet	long	deeply	for	us	to	keep	moving,	keep	
growing,	keep	digging	deeper	into	our	reality,	into	our	city,	into	our	hearts	and	into	our	purpose.

“I long for the years that I personally lost to ‘tolerance’ rather than love, to cynicism rather than
understanding, to comfort rather than purposeful discomfort.”

Warner Pacific’s efforts to meaningfully shape our city were recognized 
alongside four other significant Portland-based non-profit organizations 
in the November 2011 issue of Christianity Today. The profile celebrated 
the Warner Pacific community’s collective efforts to fully engage the city of 
Portland, and helped raise national awareness for the college.  
(www.christianitytoday.com/thisisourcity/portland/christiancollege)

profile: 
Raeleene Akin
a second chance

Six years ago, Raeleene  
Akin	’11,	woke	up	in	a	 
hospital	bed	in	Eureka,	CA,	
more dead than alive. An 
ex-boyfriend had assaulted 
her with a heavy flashlight, 
leaving her unconscious in an 
alley with multiple fractures 
to her face and most of her 
teeth	knocked	out.	How	she	
made it to the hospital, she 
can’t say.

What she does remember 
is lying in her hospital bed 
and wondering how her 
life had spiraled so out of 
control. The beating was just 
one in a series of traumatic 
experiences—including a 
battle with drug addiction, 
a two-year stint in prison, 
breast cancer surgery, and the 
death of a child—shaping the 
first 36 years of her life. She 
had reached her limit.

“I prayed to God, ‘If you 
really exist, do what you got 
to do, but get me out of here,’”  
she said.

Since	that	pivotal	day,	Akin’s	
life has been on a new 
trajectory. She is now a recent 
graduate of Warner Pacific’s 
Adult Degree Program. Given 
that she never attended high 
school—earning a GED 
instead—the fact that she 
earned her bachelor’s degree 
on December 17, 2011, is an 
astonishing victory. She plans 
to use her degree to advance 
her	work	as	an	advocate	for	
victims of domestic violence 
and sexual assault.
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None of this is possible without you. 
You have a tremendous influence on Warner Pacific—from supporting our ongoing operations to endowing 
scholarships to shaping the direction of the College. None of this monumental change and forward momentum 
is possible without your generous gifts.

With your continued support, we know that anything is possible.

Up to $100
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Mark & Jan Damschen
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Susan & Dan Darrow
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Erin Davis
Joe & Sharon Davis
Jeannette Davisson
Jerry & Sandra Davisson
Kyle & Jonni Davy
Vance & Matilda Day
Michael Dean
Stuart Dederick
Rina & Thys DeHoop
Herbert & Shirley Dietz
Jerry Dietz
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Penelope & Roger Dorsey
Richard & Roberta Doster
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Shay Dunlap
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Noreen Durante
Mary Easton
Calvin Eib
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Kathleen Elliott
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Barry & Karin Engelman
Patricia Farinelli
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Norma Ferraiuolo
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Carol Flannery
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Jill Foster
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Barry & Kristi Freeman
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Janet Gehring-Liming
Wayne & Dana Gibson
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Angela Gilmore
William & Loraine Goar
Iris Goff
Joyce Gomes-Spina
Joyce & Roland Good
Jack & Cheri Goodman
Marci Grant
Richard & Betty Grant
Carol & Phillip Gray
Charles & Zona Gray
Walter & Denise Griffen
Esther Grigsby
William Grohs
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Susan & Michael Gurney
Nicholas & Norma Haag
Mark & Debbie Haddock
Mildred Hadley
Dwight Haley
Eric Halverson & Erin Goodman 
Thor & Lori Halverson
Hazel Ham
Garth & Kathryn Hamilton
Gary & Edith Hanke
Micheal & Renee Harris
Clifford & Marilyn Harrison
David & Miriam Harrison
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Cody & Melanie Harrod
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Claude & Elizabeth Kretlow
Curtis Krieger
Barbara Krompholz
Max Kroodsma
Kerry & Shanon Kuehl
Lawrence Kuykendall
Ernest LaFont
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Byrum Lee
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Frederick & Christine Matthies
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Gerald & Anna McMahon
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David & Mary Miller
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6.



David & Karon Shultz
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Larry & Frances Slates
Barbara Smith
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Kelley Moore
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Joe & Mary Minkler

Florence Eudy
Helen Flynt
Gale & Marelyn Hency
Paul Henrichs
Sandra & Elmer Jantzen
John & Gwen Johnson
William & Frances Kirk
Ruth Laughlin
Roger & Pauline Martin
Jan Mazyck
Phyllis & Rand Michael
Kimberly & Patrick Pierce
Mary & Al Ross
George & Norma Schmidt
Terry & Betty Jo Shrout
Fred & Patsy Skeels
Paula & Vernon Smith
Steven Stenberg
Dan Tracy
Bart & Becky Valentine

$2501 - $5,000
Kurt & Jennifer Gilge
Victor & Becky Gilliam
Christina Gross
Claudia Hemenway & Robert Bauer 
Stephen & Patricia Hoover
Betty Kyker
Everett & Sharon Norris
Timothy & Lorrie Reiterman
Clifford & Aileen Shrock
Tim & Robin Werth

$5,001 - $10,000
Kevin & Sara Bryant
Maurice & Dondeena Caldwell
Andrea Cook
Greg & Margaret Englund
Alonzo & Vada Monroe
Dale & Monica Monroe
Julia Shrout

$10,001 - $20,000
Deidre & Edmund Bergler
Maribeth Collins
Barbara & Mark Denton
James & Terri Teague

$20,001 - $30,000
Joanne Kendall

$50,001 - $75,000
Drs. John & Betty Thompson

ORGANIZATIONS
Abundant Life Christian Church
Akron Springfield Assembly of God
Alston’s Corner Assembly of God
Assoc of Ch of God OR and SW WA
Bank of the West-Business
Bernie Fagan Soccer
Black Bear Metal Fab Inc
Black Lake Timber Inc
Blue Mountain Comm Church of God
Body of Christ Evangelical Church
Bremco & Co Trust Department
Brew-Rite Coffee Systems Inc
Byrd Financial Group
Cabana Tans
Calvary Chapel North Bend
Central Bible Church
Chinese Evangelical Church of Portland
Christian Women Connection: Central CA
Christian Women Connection: OR
Christian Women’s Connection: WA
Church of God Aloha
Church of God Edmonds
Church of God Ministries
Church of God Montesano
Church of God Powers
Church of God Springfield
Church of God Tigard
Clark Family Trust
Columbia Gorge Chiropractic
Comm Church of God: Centralia
Comm Church of God: Gales Creek
Community First Church of God
Cornerstone Community Church of God
Cornwall Church of God
Crossroads Church of Christ
East Side Church of God
Elegantly Funky
Erwin T Koch Charitable Trust
Evangelistic Center: Church of God
Fairview Church of God
Fellowship Bible Church
First AME Church
First Church of God: Albany
First Church of God: Clarkston
First Church of God: Pac Grove
First Church of God: Redmond
First Church of God: Sacramento

7.



Thank you for answering the call. 

I want to thank you for all of your hard work; for your belief in the direction of the 
College; for all your support of what God is doing in this place. Most of all, I want to 
thank you for rising to the challenge of our collective calling. As all members of the 
Warner Pacific community can attest, when you are at the center of your calling, your 
path is not placid or smooth. It is powerful, messy, thick and real.

Realizing the goals set forth in our Design for Urban Higher Education will not be 
easy—or inexpensive. The student population that we hope to serve requires a great 
deal of educational, personal, and financial support.

That is why, in the coming year, we will embark on a $3.5 million initiative entitled  
Call to Action: A Design for Urban Higher Education from Warner Pacific College. This 
initiative will fund the programs, scholarships and support systems needed to 
increase access to higher education to Portland’s underserved populations.

We must capitalize on the success of the past year and forge ahead. We must 
continue to do God’s work—to love God, love our students, our neighbors and one 
another. We must continue to change lives.

Together, we can get there.

God Bless, 

Andrea P. Cook, Ph.D.
President
Warner Pacific College

“I applaud Warner Pacific 
College’s efforts to  
serve urban students 
and the city of Portland 
by positioning itself 
to be ‘in the city, for 
the city.’ Portland 
Community College 
is pleased to partner 
with WPC as we seek to 
advance the education of 
students in Portland.”

—Dr. Preston Pulliams, President,   
  Portland Community College

To learn more about  
Call to Action: A design for 
Urban Higher education from  
Warner Pacific College, or to 
make an online donation, visit www.
warnerpacific.edu/calltoaction. 

2219 SE 68th avenue
Portland, OR 97215 

office: 503.517.1020
Fax: 503.517.1350  
warnerpacific.edu

do you pick a side? 
do you disengage?  

those are the easy Ways out. 

Warner Pacific’s Humanities Core 
Curriculum is based on the exploration 
of paradox—those instances in which 
a question has more than one right 
answer. By wrestling with conflicting 
truths and exploring the “gray areas” 
of life, you will develop critical thinking 
and writing skills that will serve you 
well in any career or graduate school 

you decide to pursue. 

Let the real learning begin.  
 
warnerpacific.edu/paradox
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