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Blessings: Mixed and Otherwise
Genesis 50:15-21
When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?”  So they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’  Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.”  When their message came to him, Joseph wept.   His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” they said.  But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God?  You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.  So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. (New International Version)
The book of Genesis is full of twists and turns that reveal the positives and the negatives of human nature. Events from the opposite extremes of human experiences are described in unflinching, often brutal detail: creation and destruction, hope and despair, murder and birth, rape and romance, blessings and curses, honor and deception, glorious triumph and ignominious defeat. There is no attempt to paint a picture of perfect humanity. 
The story of Joseph displays this range of the good and evil of humanity in microcosm. Eleven brothers, jealous of the blessings of God bestowed on their youngest brother, conspire to murder him, then relent and sell the boy into slavery. Through extraordinary circumstances in which Joseph uses his God-given talents, he not only survives but becomes a prominent ruler in Egypt, the land of his captivity. When conditions in his homeland force the very brothers who had sought to eliminate him to plead for his assistance, Joseph is in a position either to punish them for their abuses, or to reconcile with them. He chooses reconciliation and thereby saves his entire family and by extension, the whole Hebrew people. 
Joseph could have resigned himself to the menial circumstances in which he found himself after enslavement, ignoring or even rejecting his gifts. Instead, he trusted himself and God, eventually overcoming all of the adversities he faced and becoming a blessing to those who would have destroyed him.












CPD
Point for Prayer:

How can you seek out good amidst a struggle this week?
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